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Hiragana Cheat Sheet

The 46 basic characters — learn these first
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Plus one: /U The nasal A- — its sound shifts with the next consonant.



Pronunciation tips

* L ="she" ¢« 5 ="chee" ¢« D = "tsoo" (tongue behind teeth — no English equivalent)
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blow air softly, don't bite your lip like "fu"
* % is pronounced "o" ¢ & is "wa" when used as a particle
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Dakuten — Voiced Sounds

Add ® and the sound "voices": k-g, s—»z, t—»d, h-»b ¢ ° makes p
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How it works

s BECIFT o TLTHE o IFEITY o IXFVRARIF — all follow the same voicing pattern.
* |ET'RARIZF uses °  (handakuten, the little circle) for p sounds.
* 5 and 2 sound exactly like C and ¥ — the difference is spelling only.
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Yoon — Contracted Sounds

Small ®» » & glides the sound: one beat, not two (Z % = kya, not ki-ya)
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You can read hiragana — now learn to speak it.

1-on-1 lessons with Mako, native Japanese teacher.

Book a trial lesson: myjapaneseacademia.com/registration
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